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From the Consciousness of “Small State” to the View of “All under Heaven”:
The Transformation of Geographical Views of the Zhou Ethnic Group

Tang Mingliang

Abstract: The ethnic geographical views of the Zhou ethnic group evolved in response to the changing geographical
contexts of their respective ethnic groups. During the pre—Zhou period, the Zhou ethnic group showed a clear sense of
small state in their foreign relations. After King Wu conquered the Shang Dynasty, the Zhou ethnic group sought to
legitimize their dominance over the remnants of the Shang Dynasty by promoting the view of “mandate of heaven” ,
although they had not yet establish the view of “common ruler all under heaven”. After suppressing the rebellion of
the three feudal lords, the Zhou ethnic group implemented a system of enfeoffment, and thus proclaimed themselves as
co—-rulers of the world, initially possessing the view of “all under heaven”. Throughout the Spring and Autumn period,
the integration of various ethnic groups resulted in the Zhou culture attaining a dominant status. Although the Zhou royal
family had declined, the view of “all under heaven” continued to mature and solidify. The view of “mandate of heaven”
and “all under heaven” were proposed by the Zhou ethnic group based on the geographical situation of different ethnic
groups,, and became the fundamental theories for later dynasties to construct ruling order and managing ethnic relations.

Key words: the Zhou ethnic group; ethnic geography; mandate of heaven; the view of all under heaven
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