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Discussion on Zhu Xi’s Social Warehouse Catalogs in the Qianlong Period
—Also on the Historical Influence of Zhu Xi’s Social Warehouse Thought

Chang Jianhua

Abstract: Zhu Xi, a notable figure of the Southern Song dynasty, developed and sought to implement the 15
articles of Social Warehouse Catalogs, which had a profound and far-reaching influence. In the fifth year of Qianlong’s
reign in the Qing dynasty (1740), the emperor asked the provincial governors and inspectors to examine 11 articles
from Zhu Xi’s Social Warehouse Catalogs. The remaining four articles were considered out of date and trivial, thus
were not included in the discussion. From the memorials submitted by provincial governors and inspectors of seven
provinces—Shaanxi, Gansu, Shandong, Yunnan, Fujian, Zhejiang, and Jiangxi—it was believed the contemporary
social warehouse system and the system in Zhu Xi’s Social Warehouse Catalogs were different in name but identical in
reality. As a result, governors believed that certain proper adjustment were needed according to local conditions.
Emperor Qianlong acknowledged the practice of local officials. Following this, local officials engaged in continuous
discussions regarding the social warehouse and its relation to Zhu Xi’ s Catalogs. On the basis of the policies of
emphasizing people’ s livelihood and implementing social warehouse system during Kangxi and Yongzheng Period,
Emperor Qianlong continued to draw on Zhu Xi’ s methods about social warehouse. The implementation of social
warehouse system by local officials was in the context of the central government’s call to prioritize people’s livelihoods
from the central government. The Qing emperors and officials acknowledged the importance of social warehouse,
following the principles of Zhu Xi and other Song Confucians. This focus on people’s livelihood led to a clearer and
more specific understanding of the significance of people’s livelihood.

Key words: Zhu Xi; social warehouse; the Qianlong’s reign; view of people’s livelihood; historical influence
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