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Rites, Thought on Rite System, and Kingship Politics in Early China
Cao Jiandun and Jia Guotao

Abstract: In early China, the source of royal power encompassed not just political, economic, and military
strength but also a significant ideological dimension. It is a cultural and moral force that maintains the order of royal
authority by legitimizing and justifying its politics through ideological concepts. Therefore, royal power must master
ideology and “concretize” and “materialize” it. In the early stages of state formation, the ruling class integrated ritual
and ideology into a highly unified model of ideology, ritual and music systems, and royal politics. Royal power exerted
control over the production of knowledge discourse and thought, engaging in ideological production through the rite
system and grasped ideological authority to construct a sense of community. It spread mainstream ideology through
school education and ritual music education. These ideological concepts were internalized into the collective
consciousness of social members, and formed a common cultural and political identity, thereby promoting the stability
of the royal political system.

Key words: ritual system; ritual ideology; royal politics
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