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Why the Existence or Non-existence of the Xia Dynasty Is Not a Question
Chen Shenggian

Abstract: The existence or non—existence of the Xia Dynasty has been a hot topic both within and outside the
academic circle. By analyzing its conceptual basis, research paradigm and academic background, it can be found that
this question has been outdated and has lost its academic value. The conceptual basis is the “science” of positivism,
which is an unattainable ideal in archaeology. From the perspective of research paradigms, the related disputes stem
from the inherent contradictions of the cultural-historical archaeology paradigm; a paradigm shift would clarify that the
existence or non—existence of the Xia Dynasty is not ultimately a question. From the perspective of academic history,
the existence or non—existence of the Xia Dynasty was once associated with the origin of Chinese civilization. With the
advancement of the Project to Trace the Origins of Chinese Civilization, this association has diminished. The Xia
Dynasty belongs to the Bronze age civilization and marks the beginning of dynastic reign. Before that, Chinese
civilization had already existed for over a thousand years.

Key words: the existence or non—existence of the Xia Dynasty; positivism; paradigm; academic history;

archaeological theory
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