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Assumption and Reconstruction:
Jizhou and the Ruins of the Xia Dynasty in Yu Gong

Zhou Shucan

Abstract: During the Warring States period, Qin and Han Dynasty, scholars generally believed that Jizhou was
located in the area between the rivers in Hedong and Henei, which was the territory of Jin State during the Western
Zhou and Spring and Autumn Periods. This region was also referred to by Sima Qian as “the center of the world.”
The Nine States in Yu Gong are not arranged according to flood control measures, and the Song Confucians believed
that Yu Gong was the historical document of Yu the Great controlling the flood, but at the same time used the five
element theory which was not developed in that period. This was self-contradictory and full of doubts. In the 20th
century, research on the relationship between Jizhou and Xia Ruins in Yu Gong gradually approached some historical
truths, but there were still many uncertainties. The occurrence and evolution of the legend of Yu the Great followed a
complex process involving multiple interpretations. Yu Gong is a non—documentary work reconstructed by Confucians in
the Warring States period on the basis of legends such as Yudu in the state of Wei. It is a blueprint for governance,
but the geography of mountains and rivers, the Nine States and Wufu in Yu Gong have no direct connection to
Emperor Yu. The Nine States and Wufu in Yu Gong naturally cannot be aligned with the archaeological data of
Longshan period.

Key words: Yu Gong; Jizhou; Xia Ruins; Wei State; reconstruction
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