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Study on the Inscriptions of Bronze Wares and the Official Titles and Rank System of the
Western Zhou Dynasty

Wang Hui

Abstract: Early academic studies on the Inscriptions of Bronze Wares regarding the rite of conferring titles used to
determine ranks in the Western Zhou dynasty based on fu (a type of ornament worn on the chest) and heng (a type
of ornament worn on the waist). However, these ornaments were merely accessories for clothing and played a supporting
role, and were not fully capable of determining the rank. As a result, some scholars questioned whether the conferral of
flags with decorative patterns as a reward for nobility was actually related to rank. This paper argues that the clothing
used in the Western Zhou rite of conferring titles was the main criterion for rank. The “zhiyi” (a type of clothing
made of woven and colored threads) was the official’ s clothing for the rite of conferring titles for officials of the
second rank, and the “#Ti”and “JRO®Ti” were used to adjust the rank of officials of the second rank. The “xuanyi”
(a type of clothing made of plain and unadorned dark blue fabric) was the official’s clothing for the rite of conferring
titles for officials of the third and fourth ranks, with “#li” “ZRTi” “F i " were used to adjust the rank of officials
of the third and fourth ranks. The clothing used in the rite of conferring titles as a reward for nobility can be divided
into three major categories based on the type of clothing, with accessories further differentiating ranks within each
category. There were significant changes in the combination of clothing and rank for dukes, marquises, and officials
after the Spring and Autumn Period.

Key words: Western Zhou Dynasty; the Inscriptions of Bronze Wares; investiture rites; regalia; ranks and titles
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