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The Sinicization of Northeast Ethnic Groups and the Formation of Their Self-Identity During
the Warring States and Qin and Han Periods

Li Jicang

Abstract: During the Warring States, Qin and Han periods, certain areas in the northeast gradually became
incorporated into the administrative system of Chinese counties. With the further development of county administration,
non—-Han ethnic groups in the northeast were influenced by Chinese politics and culture, forming administrative
management models similar to those within the Chinese dynasties. Goguryeo implemented a county system and also
carried out Chinese sacrificial activities such as Lingxing and Sheji, with its leaders serving as local administrators
appointed by the Chinese dynasties. Against this backdrop, original tribal kinship organizations transformed into new
territorial organizations, and the Goguryeo regime evolved towards a “state” form. The Chinese county system promoted
the trend of “sinicization” among ethnic groups like Goguryeo and also fostered their own ethnic identity. In summary,
as sinicization progressed, non—Han ethnic groups constructed their own identity and cultural identity. Through long—term
interaction and exchange with the Chinese dynasties, these sinicized non—Han ethnic groups eventually integrated into
the Chinese national community.

Key words: Northeast ethnic groups; county system; sinicization; ethnic identity
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