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The “Hunting” Behavior of Soldiers at the Northwestern Frontier During the Han Dynasty

Wang Zijin

Abstract: Luntai Edict of Emperor Wu of Han highlighted the issue of officials and soldiers at the northwestern

frontier neglecting their duties due to
bamboo and wooden slips mentioning “wild sheep jerky”

their diet. The prices of hunted birds such as

“hunting wildlife”. T

“pheasants”  “ducks” and “swans”

“hunting” behavior of soldiers at the forts is found in

« . »o .
venison stew, indicating these animals became part of

are recorded in the slips, showing

that these animals were traded in the market for profit. At beacon tower sites, bamboo slips of the Han Dynasty depict

images of “rabbits” and hares running, and “pheasants and rabbits” were common prey. Hunting tools such as “traps”

“nets” and “slingshots”

“hunting wildlife”. When analyzing the “hunting”

unearthed at beacon tower sites also suggest the methods used by officials and soldiers for

behavior of soldiers at the northwestern frontier during the Han

Dynasty, it is essential to consider criticism expressed by Emperor Wu regarding the neglect of defense duties.

However, it is also crucial to understand the motivation of soldiers to improve their daily diet and living conditions

through “hunting”. More significantly, studying this

“hunting” behavior provides insights into the social life of border

areas and the ecological environment along the Silk Road through relevant research.

Key words: soldiers in frontier; hunting wildlife; Silk Road; border region; ecological environment
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