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The Effect of Urban Layout on the Differentiated Development and Integration Trend of
Literature in Northern Qi Dynasty

Li Dehui

Abstract: Jinyang, Yedu, and Luoyang were the three central cities of the Northern Qi dynasty, forming a
multi—centered urban layout that brought two tendencies to the development of literature in Northern Qi dynasty. On the
one hand, the literature of the three regions presented a differentiated stylistic characteristics. In Jinyang, military
literature thrived, aiming to serve the needs of military and political affairs, while in Yedu, ministerial literature
emerged by taking poetry as its main style. Meanwhile, Luoyang saw the rise of travel literature and nostalgic poetry,
which mainly mourning for the past. On the other hand, the literature of the three places is similar in style, showing a
trend of integration. In literary form, there was a shift from valuing prose over poetry to an appreciation for both, with
prose remaining significant while poetry gained importance. In poetic style, literature transitioned from having distinct
purposes to the universal pursuit of emotional expression and gorgeous language. Aesthetically, there was a shift from
valuing practicality to emotional insight. In writing techniques, the emphasis was changed from realism to lyricism.
Among them, the differentiated development mostly exists in collective writing, while the integration trend is mostly seen
in individual works.These two complement each other and form the basis of Northern Qi literature, exerting different
influences on the development of Sui and Tang literature.

Key words: Northern Qi Dynasty; literary; urban layout; differentiation; integration
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