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“When Those Who Are Near Are Made Happy, and Those Who Are Far Off Are Attracted”:
Benevolent Rule and Humanistic Care in Confucius’ Vision of Governance

Xiao Qunzhong and Yin Chunxin

Abstract: Confucius and Confucianism’ s idea of benevolent rule is people—oriented, with a primary focus on
people’ s livelihood. Academia have interpreted “when those who are near are made happy, and those who are far off
are attracted” only as Confucius’ ideal state of governance, but they have overlooked the perspective of “those who
are near” and “those who are far off”. By examining the comprehensive thoughts of Confucius and the later Confucian
scholars, we find that the mobility of the “near ones” and “far ones” is mnot merely about immigration, nor a
manifestation of governance effectiveness. Instead, its intrinsic essence and basis is a benevolent rule that cares for the
survival and interests of the people, showing a fundamental concern for the livelihoods and lives of both people near
and far off. Confucius’ idea of people—oriented benevolent rule provides a unique ethical perspective for understanding
issues related to population and talent, presenting a clearer picture of people—oriented social governance and the
essence of benevolent rule.

Key words: those who are near; those who are far off; immigration; benevolent rule; humanism
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