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On Constancy and Inheritance of Social Change in the Spring and Autumn and
Warring States Period
—A YVillage-Centered Investigation

Ma Xin

Abstract: In the dramatic social transformation of the Spring and Autumn and Warring States Period, the village
society also underwent significant changes. These included the replacement of the well-field system by the granting—land
system, the disappearance of the system of capital and countryside and the emergence of the common people listed in
the household register. All those marked significant turning points. However, while this reform mainly changed the
economic, social, political system, they did not alter the basic structure of village or the way of life of the residents.
The original spatial pattern of village remained unchanged, and its constituent elements remained, and village residents
continued to live in the long—established village space; the status of village as a basic territorial and social unit
remained the same, only that it was transformed from a patriarchal and bloodline organization carrier into a
geo—administrative organizationl carrier; the patriarchal and bloodline relations within the village continued to be
extended, and clans were still a relatively common presence in the rural society; the village’s cultural traditions and
values were unchanged, ranging from the belief in deities to the village’ s spirit, all of which evolved from the
original foundation. This could be regarded as an important prerequisite for the inheritance of the genes of the ancient
Chinese agricultural civilization since the settlement era. It is worth noting that the new social system created by this
great change did not contradict it, but had obvious promoting factors that effectively realized the genes of the
agricultural civilization. This fully demonstrates that the essence of social change in the Spring and Autumn and
Warring States period was the endogenous change within the original civilization, namely the organic unity of
inheritance and transformation. This is a crucial process in creating an enduring agricultural civilization in ancient
China, marked by continuity and deep historical roots.

Key words: the Spring and Autumn and Warring States Period; social change; village; constancy
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