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The Space-Time Concept of the Round Heaven and Square Earth and “Image Taking”

Li Chuan

Abstract: “Li Xiang” (image creation) is one of the key words in ancient Chinese classics. The concept of “Xiang”

(image) is the core concept of connection between human beings and nature, and benevolent governance in ancient China. Six

classics can be included in the concept of “Xiang”. Literature from the Warring States period is adept at using analogy and

association, probably for it is skilled at “taking images”. Therefore, the concept of “image taking” is the fundamental way of

thinking in Chinese culture. The round heaven and square earth is one of the earliest cosmological concepts in human history.

It is also a fundamental concept of Chinese cosmology. This concept, along with four images, twenty—eight constellations, and

the corresponding outlook are emerged from the thinking method of image taking. From this perspective, an unique Chinese

view of time and space has been developed, which in turn shapes Chinese way of life, and offers an alternate perspective

compared to the modern scientific views of time and space.

Key words: round heaven and square earth; image taking; time and space
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