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The Significance of Shudao in the History of World Civilization
Wang Zijin

Abstract: Shudao (the road to Sichuan) played an important role in the traffic pattern in ancient China for
overcoming the obstacles of the Qinling Mountains and Bashan Mountains and facilitating the communication between
the early North and South civilizations. Therefore, in the early stage of world civilization, it became a special case in
the history of traffic development. In ancient times, Guanzhong and Bashu, the land of abundance, were connected by
Shudao, which prepared the conditions for the unified Qin Empire. The Qin Empire in the east of the world changed
the pattern of global history. Shudao became the basis for the emergence of “Great Guanzhong” in the Warring States,
Qin and Western Han Dynasties. “Great Guanzhong” was the so—called “Shanxi” and “Guanxi”, which was once the
political, economic and cultural center in the East of the world. Shudao connected Xianyang, the administrative center
of Qin and Han dynasties, Chang’ an and the southwest. It continued to extend, contributing to the development of the
“Xiyi West” international road, forming the “Southwest Silk Road”. Through the “Gou Jiang” road, it integrated the
starting points of Silk Road in the South China Sea like Panyu, Xuwen and Hepu. Shudao in bamboo slips of Han
dynasty can also be understood as a branch of the Northwest Silk Road. Thus, it also realized the connection between
Hexi section of the Silk Road and traffic system of Shudao. Therefore, the study of Shudao should also be regarded as
one of the themes of the historical investigation of the Silk Road, which has shown great significance to the process of
world civilization.

Key words: Shudao; Guanzhong; Bashu; the Silk Road
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