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An Analysis of the Phenomenon of “Self-Writing” in Bronze Inscriptions
——Annotation on the Meaning of “X}47” “#” “jifi”
Yao Sujie

Abstract:  “Self-writing” refers to the phenomenon that a text narrates itself and its creative process. In
Through the

example of “self-referential” inscriptions, it can be seen that there were three different kinds of “inscriptions”, which

inscriptions, it can be categorized into “self-referential” and “self-writing of creating inscriptions”.

pointed to the whole inscription, the unit of prayers, and part of the aphorisms respectively. Through the example of

“self-writing of creating inscriptions”, one can see the contemporary understanding of the function of inscriptions and

distinguish a series of words related to the creation of inscriptions, such as “X}7, “Bx”, “W ", “#”7, “H", “#h
(& )7, “ji” and so on. The common phrase “ X} #5” is also the meaning of creating inscriptions to highlight

achievements, not an act of dialogue, praise, or other ceremonial actions. The “self-writing” in bronze inscriptions is of
great value for studying the concept of inscriptions, the development of narrative methods, and the evolution of later
inscription styles.

Key words: bronze inscriptions; self—writing; self-referential; self-writing of creating inscriptions; “Xf4%”
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