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The Characteristics of “Early Writing” in The Spring and Autumn Annals and
the Spirit of Chinese Historiography

Zhao Minli

Abstract: As the earliest chronicled history book in China, The Spring and Autumn Annals compiled historical
events for 242 years in the Spring and Autumn period only with about 20,000 words. But the reason why it is listed
as one of six Confucian classics is that it exerts historical influence and contains profound cultural contents. It is
written in outline style beginning with “first year, spring, the first month of the lunar year”, which reflects the cultural
consciousness of the great unity of the Chinese nation for three dynasties. The concise writing form of The Spring and
Autumn Annals contains the rich writing experience accumulated by the Chinese nation from the early writing, profound
thoughts and logical thinking formed in the long—term practice. Its writing principles and writing skills of “recording
both events and their profound significance with concise and simple language” show the significance of the book and
reflect the distinct spirit of Chinese national history.

Key words: The Spring and Autumn Annals; chronicle style; great unity; early writing; historical spirit
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