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Chen Rongjie, Xiao Shafu, and 20th—Century Chinese Philosophy Research
Yang Guorong

Abstract: Chen Rongjie and Xiao Shafu, as important figures in the field of Chinese philosophy in the 20th
century, have different academic backgrounds but similar academic interests. Chen Rongjie not only made significant
contributions to the dissemination and introduction of Chinese philosophy and thought, but also explored various fields
of Chinese philosophy, including metaphysics, epistemology, religious beliefs, and Confucian philosophy, the mainstream
of Chinese philosophy. In the research of these issues, he has made remarkable achievements. Xiao Shafu not only
edited History of Chinese Philosophy from a broader prospective, but also had a comprehensive and in-depth
understanding of Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism, as well as the overall Chinese philosophy. He also put forward
his own insights in some specific fields of Chinese philosophy history and conducted unique research on historical
figures such as Wang Fuzhi. The results obtained have had an important impact on the research and teaching of
Chinese philosophy. In addition, Xiao Shafu also explored thought in the late Ming dynasty and the enlightenment
movement during the Ming and Qing dynasties. He specifically pointed out that since the late Ming dynasty, there have
been enlightening views in the Chinese intellectual community, indicating that there was an endogenous driving force for
modernization in China. Through the integration of “following theories” and “extending theories” as the approach, the
study of Chinese philosophy needs to integrate historical perspectives and theoretical thinking, enhance the
communication and comparison between Chinese and Western philosophy, and focus on the relationship between society
and thought.
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