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The Interaction Between the Post—Shijiahe Culture and the Shimao Culture
—Centering on the Jade Human Head

Xu Feng

Abstract: The jadeware tradition of the post—Shijiahe culture reflects a possible influence from the north, as
indicated by some details in the jade figures’ heads, such as “pointed hats”, patterns on faces and hairstyles. It is
plausible that the ethnic group of jade human heads in the post—Shijiahe culture was early nomads in the north rather
than Huaxia. The existing archaeological data show that Shimao culture was influenced by nomadic culture.
Post—Shijiahe culture was closely related to Shimao culture. Given Shimao Site, the largest city site of late Longshan
period in northern China, served as the geopolitical center of northern China as an intermediary, it is entirely possible
that the cultural traditions of post—Shijiahe culture was indirectly influenced by the northern steppe culture. The foreign
cultural factors in post—Shijiahe culture were likely diverse, so the northern steppe ones deserve attention. The
similarities between the Shimao culture and the post-Shijiahe culture show the distant cultural interaction at the end of
the Neolithic Age, and highlight the northern origin of the jadeware of the post—Shijiahe culture.

Key Words: post—Shijiahe culture; jade figure head; Shimao culture; cultural interaction
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