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Historical Development and Realistic Meaning of the Public Sacrificial Rituals as Intangible
Cultural Heritage

Wang Xiaobing

Abstract: Among intangible cultural heritage items, the public sacrificial rituals are special and controversial
because they are dedicated to the mythic kings or historical persons of the ancient time. These rituals are originated in
the prehistoric magic rituals and were institutionalized with a series of ritual system during the dynastic periods. Only a
few of such rituals are inherited until today. As public events, they are mostly hold by the local governments and are
recognized as intangible cultural heritage items nowadays. The significance of inheriting the sacrificial rituals can be
concluded as follows: first, they strengthen the cultural memory of China on the national level; second, local people
may gain opportunities for economic and social development by activating these heritages; third, the modern individuals
who are suffering under materialized state may get some spiritual enrichment and cultural nourishment by participating
in such events. The social ideals of Marxism and the spiritual pursuit of Chinese civilization construct two integral
beliefs in modern China. The key challenges by inheriting the sacrificial rituals are how to reveal the cultural
connotations comprised deeply in them and how to reconstruct the social, aesthetic and sacred dimensions of the rituals.

Key words: sacrificial rituals ; Intangible Cultural Heritage ; cultural memory ; sacredness
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