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Self—-Regulation: Stylistic Criticism in Tang and Song Prose
Xie Yan

Abstract: Stylistic criticism is usually a theoretical summary which lags behind the writing process. Tang and Song
prose, however, contains lots of stylistic knowledge and thoughts, which have distinct current effect and practical
character. Review and discussion are two kinds of patterns, and the latter is more valuable. Functional norms and
writing norms are the two main principle. The former reveals the essence of style, while the latter reveals its use.
Argumentation, sermons, edicts, citation, tables and records are often discussed by essayists, who constantly put
forward the standard rules and ecriticized the shortcomings of the writing at the time. Tang and Song essayists took
revivalism and pragmatism as the principle of prose to construct the knowledge and thoughts of prose style with a
strong sense of self-regulation. They emphasized the functional application of the style or social feature, which is
different from the essay studies and stylistic theories after Southern Song dynasty.

Key words: Tang and Song prose ; stylistic criticism ; functional norms ; writing norms
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