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Exploring the Evolution of Historians’ Subjective Consciousness in the Shang and Zhou
Dynasties and Impact on the Stylistic Elements of Recorded Speech Texts

Lin Xuntao

Abstract: The emergence of written language and the defined roles of the historical officials ensure the possibility
of the textual record by pre—Qin historians. The evolution is evident from the inscriptions on oracle bones in the
Yin-Shang period to the textual writing of Shangshu, Yi Zhoushu, and Guoyu during the Zhou dynasty. These marks the
burgeoning of historians’ subjective consciousness. The transition from oral to written language, the layout of oracle
bone inscriptions, the arrangement of chronological and spatial elements, and the emancipation from the confines of
sacred rituals in divination text signify the subjective consciousness of Yin—Shang historians. For Western Zhou
historians, earnest counsel to the king and establishing laws for posterity constituted the essence of their subjective
consciousness. This is manifested in the adaptation of oral speech into written form in which shows a linear progression
in language from enigmatic to straightforward and a tendency towards fewer mood particles. The subjective consciousness
of Shang-Zhou historians shaped the stylistic characteristics of textual writing: firstly, historiographical books in the
“recorded speech” genre emphasized the link between the title and the content; secondly, a solemn and dignified
language style emerged; thirdly, The use of quotations in “recorded speech” texts became more prevalent, incorporating
both classical texts and oral traditions and spanning various styles.

Key words: historians ; textual writing ; historical books ; style
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