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The Enlightenments from the Research History of Cao Cao’s Literature over the Past Century
Liu Yunhao

Abstract: Academic research is based on foundations of literature and academic history. Academic history not only
functions as a reinterpretation of the original literature, but also includes the frontier research on the theoretical
construction. Take a retrospect of research history of Cao Cao’s literature over the past century, on the one hand, it
can reconstruct the theory of historical research, as well as contribute to the re—recognition of Cao Cao’ s “external
military achievements”and the aesthetic value of his “internalized literature”; on the other hand, it has shed light on the
paradox between the power and morality of figures, the tension between the times and traditions of ideology, the
“criticism anxiety” of cultural innovations, and the division of the impression and panorama of literary research.
Therefore, the rediscovery of history is conducive to conceptual breakthroughs and methodological innovations, which
might gives birth to the novel research model.

Key words: Cao Cao; characters ; history ; history of literary research
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