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The Rise of Large Towns and the Change of Spatial Pattern of Counties Territory in Song
Dynasty

Wang Xu

Abstract: In the Song dynasty, a large number of economic towns appeared, among which the rise of large towns
changed the spatial pattern of counties territory, and appeared such expressions as “counties are inferior to towns” “like
large counties” and “like developed counties”. This is a significant phenomenon. The rise of large towns divided the
tourist source, commercial goods and market share of the county, squeezed its economic radiation space, and caused an
impact on the original economic status of the county. The economic advantages of large towns will also give rise to
political superiority, causing changes in the spatial politics pattern of the county territory, and there is a parlance of
“one county and two magistrates”. The political contradiction between large towns and counties—seat is manifested in
the conflict of judicial power and the contention for administrative resources such as public security. The commercial
tax of some large towns crosses the county—seat and is directly submitted to the state treasury, the power of town
officials comes directly from the central government or the transport department. The county—seat assigns county
commandant, county magistrate, and archers to be stationed in the towns for a long time. All these factors has largely
affected the spatial pattern of the counties territory.

Key words: Song dynasty; towns ; county—seat ; counties territory
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