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A Political Analysis on the Court Women Textbooks in Ming Dynasty
Xie Gui’an and Xie Sheng

Abstract: In the male—dominated society of the Ming dynasty, because of the interest pattern of “husband noble
and wife honor” and “son noble and mother honor”, the imperial concubines were often involved in the political
whirlpool dominated by the imperial power as wives and mothers. As the special status of empress dowager, empress
and imperial concubine, they made use of the opportunity of compiling and teaching female textbooks to establish their
status of tutor and orthodoxy in the palace, foil and maintain the husband or son in the political status. Inner Discipline
of Chengzu’ s empress Renxiaowen, Sejong the Great Chang’s Female discipline, Sinjong chi-sheng’s Female reference
and Sinjong Cheng’s Boudoir style, it does mnot belong to the women’s textbook as it appears, but in fact it contains
the intention of political struggle. Recognising the role of Confucianism in disciplining women, the imperial concubines
of the Ming dynasty occupied the ideological high ground of Confucianism by compiling court women’s textbooks to
defend the base and superstructure dominated by their husbands and sons. The appearance of female teaching in Ming
dynasty reflected not only the infiltration of Confucianism to women, but also the political manipulation of Confucianism
by upper—class women.
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