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Reinterpretation of Wang Yangming’s Thought of “No Good and
No Evil Is the Essence of the Heart”

Ye Yun

Abstract: Traditionally, for Yangming’s Four Sentences, “no good and no evil” in the first sentence of “No good

and no evil is the essence of the heart” is often explained by the perfection with no evil and not persistent. Although
the two explanations are self-sufficient in Yangming’ s thought, they are also different and difficult to bridge. As a
basis and source of goodness, the conscience of the mind is strengthened into the goodness of perfction with no evil,
which is not substantially different from the previous Confucianism. However, according to Yangming’ s statement, he
expressed “No good and no evil is the essence of the heart” with two meanings of “Wu”. The first is Mean without
manifestation, which means that the conscience does not reveal its own content and standards when it is not revealed.
The second is natural awareness, which refers to the nature of the natural awareness of the right and wrong of the
mind when things happened. Yangming collectively refers to these two meanings with the character of no persistence.
And it is the result of creative interpretation under the influence of Buddhism and Taoism. From today’s point of view,
it can be seen clearly, the two meanings of conscience, Mean without manifestation and natural awareness, refer to the
tacit knowing and current presentation.

Key words: Wang Yangming; Four Sentences;no good and no evil; Mean without manifestation ; natural awareness
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