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The Self-Responsibility of Intellectualization in Contemporary Neo—Confucianism: From the
Philosophical Transformation of Confucianism by Feng Youlan and Mou Zongsan

Chen Yingnian

Abstract: As a result of Mou Zongsan’ s criticisms and subsequent counter—criticisms, Feng Youlan’s and Mou
Zongsan’ s Confucianism study have been labeled as “pustule philosophy” and “hysteria philosophy” respectively.
contemporary neo—Confucianism is facing internal struggles. Confucianism, which should be the“constant Tao”, has been
lost. In fact, both Feng Youlan and Mou Zongsan aspired to fight for a place for Confucianism in the history of world
civilization through “reasoning”. Acknowledging the vicissitudes of social life, they believe that it is the primary task of
contemporary neo—Confucianism to logically and intellectually express those “constant Tao” of traditional Confucianism,
otherwise Confucianism will have no place in this era. In this consensus, Mou Zongsan’ s philosophy is a modern
manifestation of the “supreme civilize”, and Feng Youlan’s philosophy is a modern member of the many “intellectual
studies”, and the difference between them is the difference between “cigarettes, wine, coffee” and “beans, millet, cloth
and silk”. They are both mnecessary for life. With this kind of life, Chinese modernization can open up its own path,
and the future of contemporary neo—Confucianism can be truly expected.

Key words : Confucianism; Feng Youlan; Mou Zongsan ; Philosophy ; the self-responsibility of intellectualization
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