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A Discussion of Homogeneity Thought in the Spring and Autumn Period: An Exploration
Centered on Zuozhuan and Guoyu

Li Xiangjun

Abstract: The Spring and Autumn period is the prelude stage of the great transformation of early Chinese society.
The homogeneity thought in that time not only inherit the ancestor god belief, the system of etiquette and moral
education based on blood and kinship of the Three Dynasties, but also appear the sign of transmission to relatively
equal thought based on personal talent and public law. As far as the acient literature concerned, the homogeneity
thought of the Spring and Autumn period is derived from the reflection of the common problems in the major ethical
and political life as well as the daily life such as diet and music. In the Spring and Autumn period, there are two
main ways to achieve homogeneity: the rule of etiquette based on blood and kinship and the rule of law based on
utility and ability. The former is the basic way to standardize social life and achieve interpersonal affinity. The latter is
more a product of the social changes in the Spring and Autumn period, and it is a new and more effective way to
achieve homogeneity. The Spring and Autumn period opened the discussion on the connotation of the homogeneity, such
as distinguishing the concepts of “same” “harmony” “comparison” and “party” that marked the common thought. These
discussions around the connotation of the homogeneity thought were reflections on the idea itself, and also the source of
the related thoughts of Confucius and other pre—Qin scholars.

Key words: Spring and Autumn period ; homogeneity ; rule by rites;rule by law
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