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Era of Emperor Yan and the Origin of Civilization
Zhu Naicheng

Abstract: The era of emperor Yan was an important stage in the origin of civilization. According to pre—Qin
literature and archaeological research results, it is presumed that the era of emperor Yan was between 7000 and 5000
years ago, and the archeological cultural relics corresponding to emperor Yan clan group were “typical Yangshao
culture” distributed in the eastern part of Longyuan, Guanzhong, southwest Shanxi and western Henan. Its development
process can be divided into four stages, which reflect the process of the origin of civilization. The first stage is equal
society, the second stage is the gradual differentiation of society, the third stage is the social fusion, and the fourth
stage is the generation of “royal cultural relics” into the ancient age. The whole process shows the characteristics of
stable and continuous evolution. It has the characteristics of inclusiveness and innovative, and belongs to an original
ecological development mode of the civilization. Through the analysis of the phenomenon of the origin of the typical
Yangshao culture in that time, it can be seen that China showed a wave of civilization at around 5000 years ago.

Key words: era of emperor Yan; typical Yangshao culture; the origin of civilization; ancient nation; royal cultural
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