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The Political Philosophy of The Way of Tang and Yu

Zhou Haichun

Abstract: From a political philosophy perspective, while The Way of Tang and Yu presenis a comprehensive

theoretical framework for abdication, it intertwines philosophical reflections on politics with the historical narratives of

Yao and Shun. This integration raises several critical issues that require further examination. For instance, it is

important to clarify the relationship between abdication and succession, the relationship between “position” in terms of

succession and “virtue” in terms of morality. Additionally, the connection between abdication and the concepts of

inner sagehood and outer kingship, as well as the relationship between the principles of bloodline (kinship)and ethical

conduct (virtue ), necessitate deeper exploration. Furthermore, it is essential to ascertain whether abdication is perceived

as an achievable goal. Addressing these questions is crucial for advancing the study of The Way of Tang and Yu and

the philosophy of abdication in pre—Qin thought.

Key words: The Way of Tang and Yu;abdication; Yao ; Shun; politics
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