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On the Relation of Nanyue with the Agriculture Rituals of the Yu—-Shun Era

Zhang Shuguo

Abstract: Nanyue was ancient south orchestra which performed in the agriculture rituals of Yu-shun era, and

endowed the mystery function of summoning east—south monsoon. East—south monsoon was called Jun wind in the book

of Shanhai Jing and Xiaxiaozheng. It was thought derived from emperor Da—shun. Because of the great age, the record

in the early documents about the elephant dance and spoon dance of Nanyue was scattered in Yaodian and Yiji of

Shangshu, Zhouli, Liji, and the ZhouSong of Shijing + Zhounan, Shaonan of Shijing « Guofeng was the Nanyin (south

music ) which reflected the custom of the Jiang, Han, Ru valley. Combined oracle bones, bronze ware inscriptions with

the bamboo books, it can be found the Nanyue of Dashun (great emperor Shun) include wind music instrument like

Xiao, Yu and Sheng, string instrument like Qin and Se, as well as percussion instrument like pottery bells and

drums. It early showed in the agriculture rituals, summoned the east-south monsoon and the animals like elephant,

phenix and so on. Nanyue was comprehensive art of poetry, music and dance and was in accordance with primitive

nature worship totem art, and Shaoyue was the representative work of Dashun Nanyue.

Key words: Nanyue (ancient south orchestra);the Yushun era;agriculture ritual
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