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The Construction of Moral Order in Early China

Cao Shenggao

Abstract: In the process of constructing natural, production , administration, life and social order in early China, the
moral cognition of order operation was gradually established. Through the maintenance of administrative system and the
strengthening of education system, it was transformed into moral identity and became the standard of measuring social
behavior. The system of rites and music constructed on this basis takes the moral identity as the internal requirement,
forms the order form that can be different and contract, makes it take the function of value judgment, and constantly
promotes the value identity. The four ends summarized by Mencius were expanded into the five ethics of benevolence,
justice , propriety , wisdom and faith, and the order of human ethics was constructed based on the natural order of heaven
and earth, forming the academic explanation of ethical order and constructing the evaluation stallion system of public
order.

Key words: early China;order construction;moral identity;rites and music system;identity of value
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