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On the Historical Narrative in the Inscriptions of the Appointment of Officials on the Bronze
Vessels of the Western Zhou Dynasty

Xu Zhaochang

Abstract: The inscriptions of the appointment of officials on the bronze vessels of the Western Zhou Dynasty not
only record the specific conferment of official duties and rewards of goods, but also include some chapters that recount
the achievements of the previous kings and ministers, recalling the peaceful and wealthy situation of the Western Zhou
Dynasty in the early days, thus forming a historical narrative that constantly reappears in a special ceremonial setting
during the Western Zhou period. The historical narrative in the inscriptions of the appointment of officials of the
Western Zhou Dynasty has undergone a phased development from early to middle and late stages. The narrative style is
characterized by a shift from realism to formalism; In terms of theme presentation, it moves from being scattered and
vague to being focused and precise; In terms of narrative layout, it moves from natural origin to sequential norms. In
the middle and late period of the Western Zhou Dynasty, finally form the three paragraphs narrative structure, which
includes the appointment from the God or the Sky of the former king, the appointment from the former king of the
former minister, and then the achievement of the peace and wealthy of the world, highlighted the expressive force of
the core narrative serving specific political purposes in the ritual of the appointment of official. The phased development
of the historical narrative in the style, theme and layout, such as the simplification of historical events, the omission
of historical details, and the transformation of event protagonists, ultimately highlights the expressive power of the core
narrative. It was through this almost unconscious repetition of words that the highest rulers of the Western Zhou
Dynasty continuously strengthened their construction of their ruling ideology regarding the legitimacy of power and the
hierarchical order of monarchs.

Key words: the Western Zhou Dynasty; the inscriptions of the appointment of officials on the bronze vessels;
historical narrative ; core narrative ; ideological construction
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