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Why Did the Policies During Yuanyou Reign in Northern Song Dynasty Failed:Focusing on the
Incentive Mechanism

Zhang Chengzhong

Abstract: Although the policies during Yuanyou reign were hailed as a model of governance in the Southern Song
Dynasty, in fact, there were almost no commendable political achievements. In view of strengthening of incentive
mechanism during the Xifeng period caused the problem of serious convergence, the opposite measures were taken. The
new policies were abolished, at the same time the supervisors were vigorously reorganized. In the bureaucracy system,
a weakening incentive mechanism was adopted to relax the supervision and assessment of the local officials. However,
this weak incentive method quickly led to the spread of the muddled and lazy political atmosphere, which caused the
institutional shackles of administrative operations. In turn, it made the financial crisis not only unresolved but also
becoming more and more serious. During the Yuanyou reign, the old policies group was unable to deal with the new
situation under the muddled and lazy political atmosphere and solve the serious financial crisis. The new policies
showed signs of resurgence, and Yuanyou reforms ended in failure.

Key words: Sima Guang;the policies during Yuanyou reign;incentive mechanism; political atmosphere of inaction
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