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A New Exploration of Zhu Xi’s Shecang Law

You Biao and Deng Heyi

Abstract: The Shecang Law originated from the Yicang system implemented during the Sui Dynasty. It was
redesigned and codified into the Shecang Shimu by Zhu Xi during the Southern Song Dynasty, and it had a profound
influence on future generations. Previous scholars believed that one of the purposes of Zhu Xi’s Shecang system was to
provide relief and assistance to the people during times of famine and disaster, thereby serving its social function of
strengthening governance. Although the social warehouse law has the above social functions, its design has inherent
problems, such as the loan interest rate is too high, the deadline is too urgent and so on. The design of the warehouse
did not really benefit all the people, but was controlled by the local squires and became a tool for their profit,
ultimately endangered the vital interests of ordinary people, which is undoubtedly contrary to the starting point of the
warehouse design.

Key words: Zhu Xi;Shecang;local squires;pros and cons of the system
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