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Feather Crowns with Hairpin Accessories During the Shang Period
Du Jinpeng

Abstract: The image of the revered “ancestral deity” in China’s prehistoric period was characterized by a figure
adorned with a feather crown, displaying a hybrid form of human and beast, or human and bird. These images were
intricately carved onto various jade ceremonial objects, endowing them with a sacred status. Alternatively, jade
figurines carved directly from jade were placed on the crown, demonstrating the owner’ s authority. This marked the
image and early concept of “%”. The Yin—Shang period inherited this traditional belief and placed great importance on
feather crowns adorned with feathers and tail plumes of birds as the crowns of ancestral deity. Jade figurines wearing
feather crowns were commonly used as symbols or ornaments by the nobility. Among noblewomen, there was a popular
trend of imitating feather crowns with their crowns of hairpin accessories. The character “f” in the oracle bone and
bronzeware inscription during the Shang period is a pictograph representing a feather crown. Its original meaning
corresponds to a crown adorned with feathers, which later extended to signify grandeur and majesty. It was used in
f iR

(wandering). Inscriptions on bronze artifacts demonstrate the original meaning of this term. While the Shang Dynasty

divination texts as personal names (or names of regional state) and also to convey the notion of “f2” o

had a character of “RU” ( “phoenix” ), the concept of the “JXJ&” (male and female phoenix) had not yet emerged,
with “JR” and “JEl” denoted by separate characters. However, “%” is closely associated with the phoenix, exerting
a profound influence on later Chinese culture.

Key words: Yin-Shang; character “%”;crowns with hairpin accessories ;origin of the character “&”
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