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Further Academic Value Interpretation of the Niuheliang Site of Hongshan Culture
Guo Dashun

Abstract: The Hongshan culture is an important part of the research on the origin of Chinese civilization, and its
archaeological discoveries are mainly reflected in the Niuheliang site in the mountainous areas of western Liaoning
province. The Niuheliang site is a large—scale sacrificial center composed of goddess temple, altar, and a group of stone
mounds. From the perspective of the various sites and environments of Niuheliang, it shows a cosmological view that
respects nature, communicates with heaven and earth deities, and the unity of heaven and humans. It creates a grand
cultural landscape that integrates humanity with nature by including environment as a part of the sacrificial process.
The typical artifacts of the Niuheliang site are painted pottery and jade. Due to the highly abstract shape, there is a
continuous process of understanding and revising the prototypes of various animal shaped jade artifacts. In the process
of development and evolution of Hongshan culture, which entered the ancient times, there was a profound historical and
cultural foundation in the local area and the background of fishing and hunting culture in the northeast region. There
were also frequent intersections with neighboring areas, mainly the central plains region. The connotation of this site
and the concepts and beliefs reflect the origin and characteristics of Chinese civilization, and are also the driving force
for the transmission of Chinese culture from generation to generation.

Key words: Hongshan culture ; Niuheliang site ; exploring the source of civilization
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