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The Origin and Ideological Implication of “Official Like Parents” in the Pre—Qin Period
Yao Haitao

Abstract: The term “official like parents” can be traced back to the “Being parents of the People” in pre—Qin
classics. The “Being parents of the People”in The Book of Songs mainly refers to the “Happy gentleman” and “Harmony
gentleman” who are in charge. The Great Learning and The Doctrine of Mean emphasize the significance of “the unity of
morality and position”. Family Sayings of Confucius and Guo Dian Bamboo slip’ s “Being parents of the People” reveal
the realistic dilemma of loyalty and filial piety. Mencius’ “Be the people’ s parents” emphasizes the expectation of the
ruler and the importance of people’s livelihood and civil rights with “benevolent government and royal way”’. Xunzi has
solved the dilemma of loyalty and filial piety from the theoretical level, and contains most of the implication of the
“Being parents of the People”in later generations. As an important concept of excellent traditional political culture,
“Being parents of the People” should be deeply explored, and its ideological implication should be interpreted from
many aspects, such as the compatibility of power and responsibility, the unity of justice and interests, the ruler’s
overall consciousness and magnanimity, self-discipline and heteronomy, transposition thinking and so on, so as to
realize the modernity transformation of traditional thoughts.
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