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The War Appeals of Hun towards the Former and Later Han Dynasties

Jin Wen

Abstract: The war appeals of Hun towards the former and later Han dynasties can be roughly divided into three

periods. During the prosperous period of Hun, their war appeals were to use their powerful cavalry to force the Han

dynasty to recognize the equal status of Hun as a major power, and to extort more money, goods, and princesses

from the Han dynasty, forming a strong military deterrent. During the period of Hun’s transition from prosperity to

decline, they aimed to defeat the Han dynasty and restore advantageous peace—making marriage to them. Even if they

cannot completely defeat the Han army, they must still use war as a bargaining chip to restore peace—making marriage

with the Han dynasty. During the period of decline, it only indicated a form of confrontation and existence of Hun.

Overall, during the period of strong national power, the war appeals of Hun were greatly successful, but they did not

achieve their goals in other periods,

Key words: Hun;Han dynasty; war appeals ; comprehensive national strength ; national will
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