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From Yixue to Xinxue: A New Exploration of the Logic of Xiangshan’s Thought
Deng Guokun

Abstract: It is widely believed in the academic community that Xiangshan Xinxue mainly originates from
Mengxue, thus forming an interpretive path from Mengxue to Xinxue. However, they overlooked the more important
logical path of Xiangshan Studies: “From Yixue to Xinxue”. Due to the influence of Mencius’ studies mainly appearing
in the later years of Xiangshan, which did not run through the entire process of development of Xiangshan thought. It
mainly influenced the development of Xiangshan’s theory of mind and nature in his later years, so it cannot explain
Xiangshan’ s early and middle age theory of mind and nature, let alone the development of Xiangshan’s theory of
cosmology, Gong fu theory, and pragmatism. Therefore, in order to comprehensively, coherently, and systematically
explain the development of Xiangshan Studies, it is necessary to attach importance to the approach from Yixue to
Xinxue. First, Xiangshan proposed the cosmic ontology of the universe’ s existence and motion through the study of
Yi, the theory of cosmogenesis of the universe’s pattern of Sheng and nurture through the study of numbers. Second,
based on the interpretation and research of hexagrams, an basic system of Xinxue was constructed. Third, on the basis
of “simplicity” and “seeking Tao”, the concepts of simplicity and straightforwardness are proposed. Finally, based on the
use of Yi, a theory of development and application was constructed in two aspects: dealing with people and governing
the country.

Key words: Lu Jiuyuan; Xiangshan Studies ; Yixue ; Xinxue
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