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How to Practice Filial Piety: The Logical Development of Wang Chuanshan’s Heart of Sincere
Filial Piety

Chen Lixiang and Wu Ke

Abstract: Wang Chuanshan, a thinker in the late Ming and early Qing dynasties, believes that the key to filial
piety lies in the true use of “heart”, so as to build a practical system of filial piety. Since the core driving force of
Chuanshan’s filial piety practice is the “heart” of sincerity and filial piety, it is necessary to first analyze the difference
between “ambition” and “will” , and establish the sincerity of “heart” in order to control the rebellion of “will and
desire”. Secondly, in specific human relations, Chuanshan put forward two paths of filial piety: “To obey the rite with
no violation” and “no violation with the help of rite” with the specific plan of “internal love and respect, external rites”.
At the same time, with “persistent but not stubborn” as the heart scale, it advocates the “persistence” of love and
respect, and the “not stubborn”of filial piety. Finally, the ultimate goal of Chuanshan’s practical thought of filial piety
is to expand the “heart” of sincerity and filial piety, in order to achieve the ideal state of “natural happiness”, which is
the top position of serving parents and brothers.

Key words: Wang Chuanshan;the heart of honesty and filial piety;action of filial piety ;thought of filial piety
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