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Evolution of Ancient National Concept “China”
Zhao Yongchun

Abstract: Although the word “China” with the connotation referring to the country in written records appeared in
the early western Zhou dynasty, according to the analysis of relevant documents recorded by later generations, the
concept of “China” had appeared as early as the establishment of the Xia dynasty. The Qin dynasty unified the
Huaxia and the barbarian Rongdi in the Spring and Autumn period into one state, and clearly regarded itself as
“China” and “Chinese orthodoxy”. The China national concept was formally established. After the Han dynasty and the
Wei, Jin and Southern and Northern dynasties, not only the dynastic states established by the Han people as rulers
self-identified as“China”, but also the dynastic states established by the ethnic minorities as rulers self-identified as
“China”. China national concept was further sublimated. In Liao, Song, Xia, Jin and Yuan dynasties, the concept of
Chinese state showed a trend of pluralistic integration. After the establishment of the Qing dynasty, it made a clear
distinction between the concepts of “China” and “Han”. Tt did not allow people to call the Qing state “Han” , but
allowed people to call the Qing state “China”. Also, on the basis of inheriting historical China such as the Ming
dynasty and the northern Yuan dynasty, Qing government did not allow people to separate the territories of the various
regimes they inherited. At the same time, it did not forcibly include territories that did not belong to the various
regimes it had inherited. The Chinese state developed into a state included ethnic groups within its borders, and the
China national concept became stereotypical.

Key words: China;ancient time ;national concept ; origin ; evolution
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