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“Confucian Sluggishness” and “Flexible Approach”:
An Analysis of Xie Tiao’s Style of Integrating The Book of Songs and Chu Ci

Sun Bao

Abstract: Xie Tiao’ s poetry and literary creation inherits Xie Lingyun’ s style of embellishing words with
Confucian classics, thus possessing a style of Confucian Sluggishness. It manifests in three aspects: Firstly, preferring
the Book of Songs and using Confucian classics comprehensively. Secondly, emphasizing both Confucianism and
history, and extensively exploring the Confucian classics and the hundred schools of thoughts. Thirdly, the creative
intents of using Confucian scriptures as propositional ideas. Fourthly, based on the records of Confucian etiquette,
highlight the connotation of the ritual system of the dynasty, such as sacrificial ceremonies, weddings and funerals,
and holiday tours. Xie Tiao, as the representative figure of Yongming s new style poetry, took “Qing” as the main
style. Due to his poor political performance and moral deficiency, literary critics in Qing dynasty had a preconception
that he was “clear but not honest”. However, the profound cultivation of Confucianism and the practice of integrating
The Book of Songs and Chu Ci made it present the beauty of “flexible approach”. The essence of Xie Tiao’s “flexible
approach” lies in balancing the depth of classical allusion and the beauty of poetry through a graceful and smooth form
of thyme. In fact, the emphasis on the use of Yongming’ s poetry gave Xie Shi a delicate and beautiful outer shell.
And the combination of The Book of Songs and Chu Ci is an important aspect of its ancient and tragic style.

Key words: Xie Tiao; Confucian sluggishness ;flexible approach ; integrating The Book of Songs and Chu Ci
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