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Discussions on Xu Zhao’s Mimetic Poems of Folk Songs
Zhuge Yibing

Abstract: The Four Poets in Yongjia are famous for their landscape poems. However, there are about 40 mimetic
poems of folk songs among the extant works of one of the four poets, Xu Zhao. All these mimetic poems are included
in chapter 3 of his Fanglanxuan Collection of Poems, which show that Xu Zhao has a broad writing perspective and
an in-depth exploration of poetic models. First of all, these poems reflect the sufferings of people’ s livelihood,
especially the aftermath of war. The poems also reflect folk wisdom. Second, most of the 40 mimetic poems are related
to the female themes, especially on missing and farewell, which can be read along with his 5 extant Ci works. When
writing these mimetic poems, Xu Zhao expands writing techniques consciously. These mimetic poems are usually
four-line poems with 5 or 7 characters per line and are filled with colloquialism. Therefore, they are easy to
understand. Xu Zhao also learns from the Jiangxi Poetic School. He has some successful works using Jiangxi Poetic
School ’s writing techniques of snatching the embryo and Midas touch.

Key words: Xu Zhao; mimetic poems of folk songs;social reality; female themes;alternative writing
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