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Hierarchical and Systematized Belief System in Han Dynasty under the Political System Model
Jia Yanhong

Abstract: In line with the authoritarian centralism, the Han dynasty established a set of hierarchical ruling
networks based on the Qin dynasty’s official system. In terms of religious belief, the Han dynasty systematized and
graded the order of gods established since the Western Zhou dynasty, built an orderly and hierarchical belief system
according to the political system, and laid the basic framework of ancient Chinese religious belief. In response to the
authoritarian monarchy on earth, a unified supreme god, Taiyi God, had reappeared in the Heavenly Kingdom. In the
early Han dynasty, the Five Emperors were demoted as auxiliary gods, and their subordinate gods were meteorological
gods such as sun, moon, stars, wind, rain, and lightning. In earthly gods, the Houtu was the most esteemed. Below it
was the gods of famous mountains and rivers, followed by ordinary gods of mountains, forests, rivers, and lakes. Below
them were the five gods of Hu, Zao, Zhongliu, Doors, and Xing, as well as various miscellaneous gods. In the Han
dynasty, the grass-roots society implemented the system of integration of Li and She, organically combining local
administrative organizations with folk beliefs, so as to realize the effective control of the village by the royal power. The
destroyed deity order in the late Western Zhou dynasty was restored with the establishment of the unified political
system of Emperor Wu of Han, and new developments were made on this basis. This belief system was the refraction
and projection of human hierarchy. Various developments and changes in social structure and hierarchy can be clearly
reflected in religious beliefs.

Key words: Han dynasty ; political system;religious belief; gradation ; systematization
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