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The Political Philosophical Implication of the Proposition “Anyone Has the Potential to Become
Yao or Shun”

Chu Zhaohua and Xiong Yi

Abstract: The proposition by Mencius that “Anyone has the potential to become Yao or Shun” points out that the
inherent source of the ethical nature that enables everyone to develop into a sage like Yao or Shun from the
perspective of epistemology. However, its deeper implications lie in the domain of political philosophy, which suggests
that the highest embodiment of benevolence is to achieve oneself and then lead others and benefit the world, just like
Yao and Shun did. This goal and realm of benevolence is not only the natural completion of one’s own personality, but
also the foundation of the prosperity of the Chinese nation and civilization, and therefore the highest mission and
responsibility of man as a member of the ethnic group. Thus, this idea of Mencius constitutes the main theoretical path
for Confucianism expectation and pursuit of the Sage King. Xunzi further stimulates and promotes this pursuit from the
perspective of human nature and desires, using the “respect the king” concept of consecrating. With their different
approaches in terms of culture and nature, Mencius and Xunzi have greatly contributed to the unique Chinese “sage-king
complex” and form the profound reason that unification has become the mainstream and ultimate destiny of China’s
history and political culture.

Key words: Mencius; Confucian political philosophy; “Anyone has the potential to become Yao or Shun” Sage
King; Sage King complex
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