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Viewing the Concept of Xia Culture from the Crowd Composition of Erlitou Culture
Liang Yun and Li Panpan

Abstract: The Erlitou culture sites containing burial remains can be divided into three categories: A, B and C.
Category A is dominated by north-facing tombs, category B by south-facing tombs, category C by a roughly equal
proportion of north-facing and south-facing tombs, and there is a certain pattern in the spatial distribution of the three
types of sites. The analysis shows that the north-facing and south-facing tombs of this culture represent different groups
of people, and that the population composition of this culture was dominated by the north-facing tombs and
supplemented by the south-facing tombs. With reference to the documentary evidence of the popularity of north-facing
burials in the Xia, Shang and Zhou dynasties, and the archaeological findings of the burials of the Xia relics, it is
clear that the north-facing population of the Erlitou culture was the Xia people of the surname Si. The literature also
records that Wei with the surname Peng and Gu and Kunwu with the surname Ji, which were alliance of Xia. The
archaeological findings show that the tombs of the noblemen of the Zhou dynasty with the surnames of Peng and Ji
were south-facing tombs, so it can be deduced that the south-facing tombs of the Erlitou culture were of the Peng and
Ji tribes; these tribes were good at making pottery, casting copper and turquoise. The rise of the Xia dynasty began
with an alliance between the Xia people of the surname Si and some of the descendants of the “Zhurong”. The
concept of “Xia culture” has two levels, broad and narrow, and is defined at the level of archaeological culture and
clan affiliation respectively.

Key words: Erlitou culture; north-facing tombs ; south-facing tombs ; population composition ; Xia culture
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