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The Evolution of Hongze Lake Drainage Pattern in Ming and Qing Dynasties and Its
Historical Enlightenment

Li Denan

Abstract: To enter the sea or into the river is a long—term problem for Hongze Lake management. Hongze Lake is
a plain reservoir blocking the lower reaches of the Huai River, and the process of diking is also the process of lake
formation. After the Ming dynasty, with the construction of Gaojia weir, the lake is gradually expanding, the problem of
water leakage is increasingly prominent. It is found that the drainage of Hongze Lake is a set of complex systematic
engineering with obvious temporal and spatial characteristics. In terms of space, there are two drainage channels,
including lake dike and transport dike, and the main one is the clearing flow to the sea. In terms of time, it change
from the Ming dynasty’s clear estuary gathering the Yellow River into the sea mainly to the multi-way into the sea
with increasing propotion flowing into the Yangtze River increased before Qianlong period in Qing dynasty. After the
Jiaqing period, channel flowing Yellow River into the Sea is not smooth, and pressure flowing into the Yangtze River
increased. The drainage of Hongze Lake in the Ming and Qing dynasties was carried out under the water control
framework of “storing clear to brush the Yellow River and the Grand Canal”, which could not fundamentally solve the
outlet of Huai river into the sea, but laid the foundation of the new pattern of drainage today. River and lake
governance is a systematic project that must be coordinated as a whole, taking into account the national economy and
people’s livelihood. It should not only focus on eliminating harm and promoting benefits, adapting measures to local
conditions and steadily advancing in an orderly manner, but also dialectically view the impact of river and lake
governance and appropriately evaluate the significance of national engineering.

Key words: Hongze Lake; Gaojia weir; storing clear and brushing the Yellow River;guide the Huai river; waterway
flows into the sea

[ wiEHE/ = 9]

128



