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A Study on the Governance of the Shandong Canal in the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Chen Xibo

Abstract: The Shandong Canal was excavated in the Yuan dynasty and the water source problem was solved
successfully during the reign of emperor Yongle in the early Ming dynasty. With the open—up of the Grand canal, the
Shandong Canal became a key channel for grain transportation. Because of its pivotal function, the Shandong Canal
became the most important section of the Grand Canal during the Ming and Qing dynasties. The Shandong Canal faces
the dual impacts of insufficient water sources and flooding of the Yellow River, for which borders the mountainous
region of central Shandong in the east and the Yellow River in the west. Therefore, the governance of the Shandong
Canal should not only prevent the Yellow River from breaking through the waterway, but also ensure that the canal has
sufficient water sources. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, the governance of the Shandong Canal was mainly
manifested in two aspects: internal governance of water sources and external defense of the Yellow River. In terms of
Yellow River governance, the Ming and Qing dynasties adopted the construction of Taihang Dyke on the north bank of
the Yellow River and the relocation of the southeast section of Shandong Canal to avoid the impact of the Yellow
River; In terms of water source control, they expanded spring sources and save water flow to provide sufficient water for
the canal. The governance of the Shandong Canal in the Ming and Qing dynasties is the highest manifestation of the
governance level of ancient Chinese canals.

Key words: Ming and Qing dynasties; Shandong Canal; Yellow River regulation; exploiting water sources and control

water flow
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