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Archaeological Analysis of the Vassal Enfeoffment in the Han Dynasty

Liu Zunzhi

Abstract: The enfeoffment of vassals was an important political system in the Han dynasty. For the more than

400 years of the two Han dynasties, the number of vassals enfeoffed was huge. With the continuous enrichment of

archaeological materials, especially the tombs of the Han vassals, the contents of the vassal enfeoffment in the Han

dynasty manifested become more and more abundant as well. Archaeological materials fully show the different vassals

and their states, the initial and subsequent enfeoffment of vassals, as well as the specific types of vassals, and

meanwhile reflected the development and changes of the Han vassals and their states to some extent. Although

archaeological materials have some limitations, they provide us with corresponding reference to study the contents and

connotations of the vassal enfeoffment in the Han dynasty from the perspective of archaeology.

Key words: the Han dynasty; vassal ; tombs ; enfeoffment
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