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Society, Economy and Life in Hang—Jia—Hu Region of Zhejiang During Qianlong and Jiaqing
Period in Qing Dynasty:Based on the Materials of the Book of the Penal Cases

Chang Jianhua

Abstract: Thirty—one files of land debts from the book of the penal cases during Qianlong and Jiaqing period in
Qing dynasty focusing on the grass root society and people’s lives. 26 males in these files were mainly young adults in
the age group of twenty to fifty, about half of whom had deceased parents and were mostly members from broken
families, and some were unmarried or even alone. People in their 30s and 40s were over the marriageable age, and
mostly worked as hired laborer for a living. Those who had families mostly belong to small families. Three cases of
women remarrying illustrated the comparative universality of women remarrying. The examples reflected the prosperity of
industry and commerce in Hangzhou, Huzhou along with towns of Wuzhen and Nanxun, which not only solved the
employment of local people, but also provided a way for foreigners to make a living. The ordinary people’s lives were
difficult, and loans often happen, resulting in many disputes. Hired laborers were more common, and disputes between
them and their employers often arose from wages. In rural tenancy relations, rent arrears were common among tenant
farmers. Rent collection and tenant changes often led to disputes.

Key words: population ; marriage ; family ; livelihood ; land debt
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