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Discussion on Confucian “Mutual Construction of Li and Yue” and Communication Rationality
Gong Jianping

Abstract: The social construction of Confucian Li and Yue has not been fully realized in history. Li is a relative
regulation and restriction on people’s emotions in a certain situation. Without restraint, the social order cannot be
maintained and civilization is difficult to sustain. Li has restrictions, and Yue can be regarded as a supplement to Li.
Li, as the rational practice, finally should be manifested by Yue. Li and Yue are related to the rationality of social
structure and the overall dynamic harmony, and are the basic institutional concept for social stability and sustainable
development. Compared with the communication rationality with Habermas, the communication of Li and Yue strives to
form stability and harmony through dynamic complementarity between differences. It is very important to reflect on the
experience and lessons of Li and Yue in the construction of a harmonious society, avoid unnecessary twists and turns,
and realize social construction based on the mutual construction of Li and Yue under new historical conditions.

Key words: Confucianism; Li; Yue; mutual construction of Li and Yue;communication rationality
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